CANONS OF PARTICULAR CONCERN TO PRESBYTERAL COUNCILS

C.127–§1.
When the law determines that in order to place certain acts a superior requires the consent or counsel of a college or group of persons, the college or group must be convoked according to the norm of C.166, unless particular or proper law provides otherwise when counsel only is to be sought; however, for such acts to be valid it is required that the consent of an absolute majority of those present be obtained or that the counsel of all who are present be sought.


§2.
When the law determines that a superior is order to place certain acts requires the consent or the counsel of certain persons as individuals. 


1º
if consent is required, the action of the superior is invalid if the superior does not seek the consent of those persons or acts contrary to the opinion of the persons or person;


2º
if counsel is required, the action of the superior is invalid if the superior does not listen to those persons; although in no way obliged to accede to their recommendation, even if it be unanimous, nevertheless the superior should not act contrary to it, especially when there is a consensus, unless there be a reason which, in the superior’s judgment, is overriding.


§3.
All whose consent or counsel is required are obliged to offer their opinion sincerely and, if the seriousness of the matter requires it, to observe secrecy sedulously, and this obligation can be insisted upon by the superior.

C.377–§1.
The Supreme Pontiff freely appoints bishops or confirms those who have been legitimately elected.

C.377–§2.
At least every three years the bishops of an ecclesiastical province or, if circumstances suggest this, the bishops of a conference of bishops are to compose in common counsel and in secret a list of presbyters, including members of institutes of consecrated life, who are suitable for the episcopacy and send it to the Apostolic See; each bishop retains the right to make known to the Apostolic See on his own the names of presbyters whom he thinks worthy and suitable for the Episcopal office.

C.377–§3.
Unless other provisions have legitimately been made, whenever a diocesan bishop or a coadjutor bishop is to be named, in regard to the ternus, as it is called, to be proposed to the Apostolic See it is the responsibility of the pontifical legate to see out individually the suggestions of the metropolitan and the suffragans of the province to which the diocese to be provided for belongs or with which it is joined and of the president of the conference of bishops and to communicate them to the Apostolic See together his own preference; moreover, the pontifical legate is to hear some members of the college of consultors and of the cathedral chapter, and if he judges it expedient, he shall also obtain, individually and in secret, the opinion of other members of the secular and religious clergy as well as of the laity who are outstanding for their wisdom.

C.377–§4.
Unless other provisions have been legitimately made, a diocesan bishop who judges that an auxiliary bishop ought to be given to his diocese is to propose to the Apostolic See a list of at least three priests who are quite suitable for this office.

C.377–§5.
No rights and privileges of election, nomination, presentation, or designation of bishops are hereafter granted to civil authorities.

C.384– 

The diocesan bishop is to attend to presbyters with special concerns and listen to them as his assistants and adviser; he is to protect their rights and see to it that they correctly fulfill the obligations proper to their state and that means and institutions which they need are available to them to foster their spiritual and intellectual life; he is also to make provision for their decent support and social assistance, in accord with them norm of law.

C.443–§1.
The following are to be called to particular councils and have the right of a deliberative vote in them:


1º
diocesan bishops;


2º
coadjutor and auxiliary bishops;


3º
other titular bishops who fulfill within the territory a special function committed to them by the Apostolic See or by the conference of bishops.

C.443–§2.
Other titular bishops, who are living in the territory, even if they be emeriti, can be called to particular council and they have the right of a deliberative vote.

C.443–§3.
The following are to be called to particular councils but they have only a consultative vote:


1º
vicars general and episcopal vicars of all the particular churches in the territory;


2º
the major superiors of religious institutes and societies of apostolic life; the number of men and women, however, is to be determined by the conference of bishops or by the bishops of the province; and the superiors are in turn to be elected by all the major superiors of the institutes and societies which have their headquarters within the territory;


3º
rectors of ecclesiastical and Catholic universities and the deans of faculties of theology and of canon law which are located within the territory;


4º
some rectors of major seminaries; their number is to be determined in accord with n. 2 above; and they are elected by the rectors of the seminaries which are located within the territory.

C.443​–§4.
Presbyters and other members of the Christian faithful can also be called to particular councils with only a consultative vote; their number is not to exceed half of the number of those mentioned in 1-3.

C.443–§5.
The cathedral chapters, the presbyteral council and the pastoral council of each of the particular churches are likewise to be invited to provincial councils in such a way that each sends two of its members as representatives; these should be selected in a collegial manner by each of these bodies; they possess only a consultative vote.

C.443–§6.
Other also can be invited to particular councils as guests if it seems advantageous in the judgment of the conference of bishops in regard to a plenary council or in the judgment of the metropolitan along with his suffragan bishop in regard to a provincial council.

C.461–§1.
A diocesan synod is to be celebrated in each of the particular churches when circumstances warrant it in the judgment of the diocesan bishop, after he has consulted the presbyteral council.

C.461–§2.
If a bishop has the care of several dioceses or if he has the care of one as its proper bishop and of another as its administrator, he can convoke one diocesan synod for all the dioceses entrusted to him.

C.463–§1.
The following persons are to be called to the diocesan synod as its members and are obliged to participate in it:


1º
the coadjutor bishop and the auxiliary bishops;


2º
the vicars general, the episcopal vicars and the judicial vicar;


3º
the canon of the cathedral church;


4º
the members of the presbyteral council;


5º
lay members of the Christian faithful and members of institutes of consecrated life to be selected by the pastoral council in a manner and number to be determined by the diocesan bishop or, where such a council does not exist, in a manner determined by the diocesan bishop;


6º
the rector of the diocesan major seminary;


7º
the vicars forane;


8º
at least one presbyter to be selected from each vicariate forane by al who have the care of souls there; also to be selected is another presbyter who would take the place of the first one selected if he were impeded;


9º
some superiors of the religious institutes and societies of apostolic life which have a house in the diocese, to be selected in a manner and number determined by the diocesan bishop.

C.463–§2.
Other can be called as members to the diocesan synod by the diocesan bishop; these can be clerics, members of institutes of consecrated life, or lay members of the 

Christian faithful.

C.463–§3.
If he should judge it opportune, the diocesan bishop can invite as observers to the diocesan synod some ministers of members of churches or ecclesial communities which are not in full communion with the Catholic Church.

C.495–§1.
A Presbyteral council is to be established in each diocese, that is, a body of priests who are to be like a senate of the bishop, representing the presbyterate; this council is to aid the bishop in the governance of the diocese according to the norm of law, in order that the pastoral welfare of the portion of the people of God entrusted to him may be promoted as effectively as possible.

C.495–§2.
In apostolic vicariates and prefectures the vicar or the prefect is to establish a council of at least three missionary presbyters whose opinion is to be heard in more serious matters, even by letter.

C.496–

The presbyteral council is to have its own statutes approved by the diocesan bishop, in light of the norms issued by the conference of bishops.

C.497–

With regard to the designation of the members of the presbyteral council:

C.497–

1º
about half the members are to be freely elected by the priests themselves according to the norm of the following canons as well as the council’s statutes;

C.497

2º
some priests, according to the council’s statutes, ought to be ex-officio members, that is, members of the councils in virtue of their office;

C.497

3º
the diocesan bishop is free to name some others.

C.498–§1.
The following have the right to both active and passive vote in constituting the presbyteral council:


1º
all secular priests incardinated in the diocese;


2º
secular priests not incardinated in the diocese, and priests who are members of an institute of consecrated life or a society of apostolic life, who live in the diocese and exercise some office for the good of the diocese.

C.498–§2.
To the extent the statutes provide for it, the same right of election can be extended to other priests who have a domicile or quasi-domicile in the diocese.

C.499–

The manner of electing members of the presbyteral council is to be determined in the statutes in such a way that, insofar as it is possible, the priests of the presbyterate are represented, taking into account especially the diversity of ministries and various regions of the diocese.


C.500–§1.
It pertains to the diocesan bishop to convoke the presbyteral council, to preside over it, and to determine the questions to be treated by it or to receive proposals from its members.

C.500​–§2.
The presbyteral council enjoys only a consultative vote; the bishop is to listen to it in matters of greater moment, but he needs its consent only in cases expressly defined by law.

C.500–§3.
The presbyteral council is never able to act without the diocesan bishop who alone can divulge what was determined in keeping with §2.

C.501–§1.
Members of the presbyteral council are to be designated for a term determined in the statutes in such a way that the full council or some part of it is renewed within a five-year period.

C.501​–§2.
When the see is vacant the presbyteral council ceases and its functions are fulfilled by the college of consultors; within a year of taking possession of the diocese the bishop must establish the presbyteral council anew.

C.501–§3.
If the presbyteral council is no longer fulfilling the function committed to it for the good of the diocese or is gravely abusing it, the diocesan bishop can dissolved it after consulting with the metropolitan or, if it is a question of the metropolitan see itself, with the suffragan senior by promotion, but the bishop must establish it anew within a year.

C.502–§1.
Some priests are to be freely selected by the diocesan bishop from among the members of the presbyteral council to constitute a college of consultors; their number is to be not less than six nor more than twelve; the college is established for a five year term, and is responsible for the functions determined in the law; when the five year term is over, the college continues to exercise its proper functions until a new college is established.

C.502–§2.
The diocesan bishop presides over the college of consultors; if the see is impeded or vacant, the one who takes the place of the bishop in the interim presides, or, if such a person has not yet been established, the priests who is oldest in ordination in the college of consultors.

C.502–§3.
The conference of bishops can determine that the functions of the college of consultors be committed to the cathedral chapter.

C.502–§4.
In apostolic vicariates and prefectures the functions of the college of consultors belong to the mission council mentioned in C.495–§2, unless the law determines otherwise.

C.515–§1.
A parish is a definite community of the Christian faithful established on a stable basis within a particular church; the pastoral care of the parish is entrusted to a pastor as its own shepherd under the authority of the diocesan bishop.

C.515–§2.
The diocesan bishop alone is competent to erect, suppress or alter parishes; he is not to erect, suppress or notably alter them without hearing the presbyteral council.

C.515–§3.
A legitimately erected parish has juridic personality by the law itself.

C.524–

After he has weighted all the circumstances, the diocesan bishop is to confer a vacant parish on the person whom he judges suited to fulfill its parochial care without any partiality; in order to make a judgment concerning a persons’ suitability he is to listen to the vicar forane, conduct appropriate investigations and, if it is warranted, listed to certain presbyters and lay member of the Christian faithful.

C.529–§1.
In order to fulfill his office in earnest the pastor should strive to come to know the faithful who have been entrusted to his care; therefore he is to visit families, sharing the cares, worries, and especially the griefs of the faithful, strengthening them in the Lord, and correcting them prudently if they are wanting in certain area; with a generous love he is to help the sick, particularly those close to death, refreshing them solicitously with the sacraments and commending their souls to God; he is to make a special effort to seek out the poor, the afflicted, the lonely, those exile from their own land, and similarly those weighed down with special difficulties; he is also to labor diligently so that spouses and parents are supported in fulfilling their proper duties, and he is to foster growth in the Christian life within the family.

C.529–§2.
The pastor is to acknowledge and promote the proper role which the lay members of the Christian faithful have in the Church’s mission by fostering their associations for religious purposes; he is to cooperate with his own bishop and with the presbyterate of the diocese in working hard so that the faithful be concerned for parochial communion and that they realize that they are members both of the diocese and of the universal Church and participate in and support efforts to promote such communion.

C.531–

Although another person may have performed some parochial function, that person is to put the offering received from the Christian faithful on that occasion into the parish account, unless it is obvious that such would be contrary to the will of the donor in the case of voluntary offerings; after he has listened to the presbyteral council the diocesan bishop is competent to issue regulations which provide for the allocation of these offerings and the remuneration of clerics who fulfill the same function.

C.1081–

The pastor or the priests or deacon mentioned in C.1079–§2 is immediately to inform the local ordinary of a dispensation granted for the external forum; it is also to be recorded in the marriage register.

C.1215–§1.
No church is to be built without the expressed written consent of the diocesan bishop.

C.1215–§2.
The diocesan bishop is not to furnish this consent unless he judges that a new church could serve the good of souls and that the means necessary for building the church and for divine worship would not be lacking in the future; he is to make this judgment after listening to the presbyteral council and the rectors of neighboring churches.

C.1215–§3.
Even religious institutes must obtain the permission of the diocesan bishop before they build a church in a certain and determine place even if they have received the consent of the diocesan bishop to establish a new house in the diocese or city.

C.1222–§1.
If a church can in no way be employed for divine worship and it is impossible to repair it, it can be relegated to profane but not sordid use by the diocesan bishop.

C.1222–§2.
Where other serious reasons suggest that a church no longer be used for divine worship the diocesan bishop, after hearing the presbyteral council, can relegate it to profane but not sordid use with the consent of those who legitimately claim rights regarding the church and as long as the good of souls is not thereby impaired.

C.1263–

The diocesan bishop has the right to impose a moderate tax on public juridic persons subject to his authority; this tax, which should be proportionate to their income, is for diocesan needs and may be imposed only after hearing the diocesan finance council and the presbyteral council; he can impose an extraordinary and moderate tax on other physical and juridic persons only in cases of grave necessity and under the same conditions with due regard for particular laws and customs attributing even more significant rights to him.

C.1742–§1.
If after an inquiry has been conducted, it is proven that a cause mentioned in C.1740 is present, the bishop is to discuss the matter with two pastors from the group permanently selected for this by the presbyteral council after their being proposed by the bishop; but if subsequently he decides that the removal must take place, he is paternally to persuade the pastor to resign the pastorate within a period of fifteen days, after he has explained, for validity, the reason and the arguments for removal.

C.1742–§2.
The prescription of C.682–§2 is to be observed concerning pastors who are members of a religious institute or a society of apostolic life.

