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ARTICLE I: NAME


The name of this shall be:



“The Presbyteral Council of the Archdiocese of Detroit.”

ARTICLE II:  PURPOSE


The purpose of this Presbyteral Council shall be:

1. To provide for the full and free discussion of all issues of pastoral concern in the Archdiocese.

2. To assist the archbishop according to the norm of law in his pastoral governance of the Archdiocese.

3. To search for and to propose ways and means for effective pastoral ministry with other consultative bodies and with the Archbishop.

4. To be representative of the unity, diversity and needs of the priests the Archbishop.

ARTICLE III:  MEMBERSHIP AND ELECTIONS

Section 1:
The membership shall consist of the Archbishop, elected members, and members appointed by the Archbishop.  Ex-officio members are to Moderator of the Curia and the head of the Office for Clergy Life and Ministry.  (Amended 12-1-97); (Amended July 1, 2005.)

Section 2:
The 22 elected members shall be chosen in the following manner:

A. Sixteen from among the incardinated priests of the Archdiocese:  for from each region; two from among the Senior diocesan priests; two from among the members of religious orders/secular institutes who are priests and who minister in the Archdiocese; and two Associate Pastors from among the incardinated priests of the Archdiocese.  (Amended 4-29-93); (Amended 5-16-94); (Amended 12-1-97.)

B. The term shall be two years.

C. A plurality of votes cast in required fro election.  (Amended 12-1-97.)  A nominating primary shall be held so that all candidates are nominated by priests from within their respective category (Region, Senior, Associate, Religious).

D. Ballots for every elected position shall be made available in due time to all eligible members of the presbyterate, both diocesan and religious priests. (Amended 12-1-97.)

E. Elections shall be by mail in July – August.  Terms begin on September 1.  (Amended 5-16-94); Amended 10-16-00.)

F. Members elected shall be eligible to serve only two consecutive terms.

G. Should a vacancy occur, the unexpired term shall be filled by the unelected priest who received the highest number of votes in the most recent election in the same category.  If that is not possible, the position remains vacant until the next election, unless the Council chooses to appoint a priest to fill that vacancy.
Section 3:
Appointed members shall be named by the Archbishop in accord with canon law, giving due consideration to maintaining an effective and representative body.  Appointed members shall serve terms of either one or two years at the Archbishop’s discretion.  Such appointments are renewable up to a maximum of four consecutive years served on the council.  The vacancy of any appointed member’s seat may be filled by appointment of the Archbishop for the unexpired portion of the term.  (Amended 12-1-97); (Amended 2-14-05.)

Section 4:
To establish a connection to those in the Program for Priestly Formation, a representative from among them shall be elected.  He will not be a member of the Council (no being a priests), and so will not vote; but he will have voice.


ARTICLE IV:  OFFICERS

Section 1:
The Officers of the Presbyteral Council shall be the President, the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson, and the Secretary.

Section 2:
The President of the Council shall be the Archbishop.  The President shall have the right to call meetings of the Council, to preside over meetings of the Council, to place matters of concern on the agenda of the Council, to choose whether or how to promulgate any of the Council’s deliberations.

Section 3:
The Chairperson shall ordinarily preside over meetings of the Council and shall be the chief executive officers of the Council.

Section 4:
The Vice-Chairperson and Secretary shall have such duties as the Council prescribes for them.  The Vice-Chairperson shall assume the duties of the Chairperson in his absence.

Section 5:
The Officers, other than the President, shall be elected by all voting members of the Council for a term of one year; the election is to take place at the first meeting after September 1.  (Amended 12-1-97); (Amended 10-16-00.)  No member shall hold more than one office or be re-elected to the same office for more than two consecutive terms.  In the event of a vacancy in an elected office, the Council shall elect an officer to fill the unexpired portion of the term.

Section 6:
The Chancellor of the Archdiocese will serve as the Archbishop’s staff to the Presbyteral Council.

ARTICLE V:  MEETINGS
Section 1:
The Council shall meet monthly on an annual schedule to be adopted by the Council.  Special meetings may be called by the President or at the requests of any six members with the consent of the President.

Section 2:
A simple majority of the members shall constitute a quorum.

Section 3:
As a norm, the Council shall strive toward consensus and other modes of Christian decision-making with the due regard for the provisions of Canon Law in specific cases.

ARTICLE VI:  COMMITTEES

Section 1:
The Council shall have an Executive Committee and such other standing or special committees as shall be necessary to carry on the work of the Council.

Section 2:
The Executive Committee shall consist of the Officers of the Council and the Moderator of the Curia.  This committee shall prepared the agenda for meetings of the Council, see to the timely publication of minutes of the Council’s meetings to the entire presbyterate, and shall coordinate where necessary the work of the other committees.  The Executive Committee shall not have to power to act in the name of the Council except as specifically authorized by the Council.
Section 3:
Other Committees may be created by the Council and shall have the rights and duties that Council shall from time to time specify.

ARTICLE VII:  THE BOARD OF CONSULTORS

The Board of Consultors of the Archdiocese shall be appointed by the Archbishop from among the voting members of the Presbyteral Council.  The Board of Consultors shall operate with its own statutes.

ARTICLE VIII:  ADOPTING AND AMENDMENTS

Section 1:
Upon the approval of the Archbishop these statutes shall take effect.

Section 2:
These statutes may be amended by a vote of two-thirds of the members of the Council, provided that, prior to the voting, the amendment has been submitted in writing at a previous meeting of the Council and published in the minutes.  To take effect any amendment must be approved by the Archbishop.

(Initial Approval:  November 25, 1991; Issued:  June 3, 1993)

(Amended:  April 29, 1993)

(Amended:  May 16, 1995)

(Amended:  December 1, 1997)

(Amended:  October 16, 2000)

(Amended:  February 14, 2005)

(Amended:  July 1, 2005)
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